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A METHOD FOR DETERMINING THE AREA OF INFLUENCES OF
CITIES IN THE TRABZON SUB-REGION OF EASTERN BLACK SEA:
FREQUANTATION APPOACH.

Dr. SINASI AYDEMIR

BT ,

The aim of this study is to develop a method to delimit the area of
influences of cities in the Trabzon Sub-Region of Eastern Black Sea
in Turkey and to search for possibilities of redefining the exsisting
boundaries of this region.

The region has been mainly a geographical concept, concerned
mostly with physical space. While geography is concerned with par-
.ition and limitation of the space, it can also be defined as 'an area
within which the combination of environmental and demegraphic fac-
tors have created a homogenity of social structure.

Regions can be defined in terms of their areal associations such as
uniform regions, or in terms of the functions performed inthem. In
this sense, a region is an area where people are bound together by
mutual dependencies arising from common interests.

Geographical definitions of regions are more static, but definiti_ons

in terms of human activities such as flows of goods, information, etc.,
are more realistic and flexible and this give an opportunity for!
development. For this reason, we tried to redefine the region using
human interaction or frequency of visits made different purposes.
That delimits an accessible, reasonably large area termed as region
Then functional areas or regions are defined.

When one speaks of human interaction and density of frequency . of
visits among settlements, one also speaks of order among them such

as rankrsize or rank in terms of centrality in a given region. This

sort of thinking brings in the problems of demarcation of boundaries
among settlements or regions which may differ from legally defined,
boundaries. Functional classification of settlements and the hierarchy
in the region that have'been investigated in this study show the runctional
classification and specialization in the region in providing central
functions. This gives a clear picture of the region under investiga-
tion

The methods of determining the regions differ with the aim and AN
there are various techniques to deal with this problem. What is _

Doktora Tezi Ozeti, 1978 , KTU Mimarhk Biilteni ngilizce sayisinda yaymlandi



61

intended here is to develop an interaction oriented frequentation mod-
el to show how people have acces to urban services with Ieualst/f efford

in a behavioural sense.

In this study an attempt was made to determine the area of influences
of cities in the Trabzon Sub-Region. Ofcourse, there are many
aspects of this study which have to be dealt with in sequence. . Other
aspects related related to this study, such as pdpulation growth and
accessibility, are, studied.

The concept of region and regionalism and the techniques for defini-
tion of regional boundaries critized in terms of their applicability
and the data used. ‘As a definition technique for regions, area of
influences and the recent studies related to this are carefully

reviewed. Theorethical and empirical studies are compared. such as
classical central place studies and urban rank-size.gravity type models
and catchment areas of centres. As an empirical study, functional
clasgification of urban centres are briefly reviewed with qualiative

and methods to show the urbuan hierarchy.

1.2

Studies in Turkey on regionalism and definition of regions are
discussed in the light ‘of general conclusions which were drawn from
earlier studies. The need for a clear identification of functional for
(nodal) regions is expressed.

2.1

The Trabzon Sub-Region is studied in terms of urban and rural
development since 1940, The region is one of the developing parts
of the country, and the differences among urban areas are greater

than rural areas, such as high density on the coastal part of the
region and rapid population increase in urban areas against

continious decline in lé'ur)'al population. While the number of urban
centres is increasing X , the number and the size of the rural centres
are decreasing. Distribution of urban population by urban size is as

follows : .
9% of totiurban pop. urbanipop.size

706 less than! 5000
26.'3 5001-10000
-925
28.1 10_001 _,)000( e
381 2500l-over

x. The number of urban centers increased from 24 to 4l between
1940-1960
xx. Three major urban centers are: Trabzon: 97000, Giresun :
38000, Rize: 36000 pop.



